
 

Pathway Focus Group          
August 9th, 2007 
Meeting Summary 

Introduction & Methodology 

 

The renewed interest in pathways in Amberley 

Village, Ohio began when Village Council received a 

petition signed by 58 people in June of 2006, who 

desired pathways on Section Road, from Beechlands 

Drive to Elbrook Avenue.   

 So Village Council held a focus group 

meeting which included residents along Section Road 

on February 12, 2007 to gather initial public input and 

feelings toward pathways in Amberley.  This meeting 

indicated that there were strong emotions on both 

sides of the issue.   

 There was also a large group of residents 

who wanted to know more about the pathways 

before they would make a decision. To answer these 

questions we needed to find out exactly what the 

residents who are for pathways had in mind.   

 The purpose of the small group focus 

meeting was to separate the people who wanted 

pathways from the people who do not.  This meeting 

took place on August 9, 2007 and was composed of 

14 people, who were admittedly for sidewalks.  The 

meeting lasted from 7:00pm to @9:30pm. The 

fourteen residents were divided into three groups, to 

give them more opportunities to speak.  The three 

groups were guided by Jim Rulli, Merrie Stillpass, and 

Brian Wamsley.  City Manager, Bernie Boraten was 

also in attendance and able to answer some 

questions. 

The main objectives of the discussion were to find: 

 What are the general reasons why you want 

sidewalks? 

 What are the safety benefits? 

 What quality of life enhancements can be 

claimed? 

 What are the benefits to the community at 

large? 

We then discussed more specific ideas like: 

 How often do you think you and your 

families would use a pathway? 

 What occasions? 

 What should they look like? 

And then we tried to get them to see the other side 

of the problem by asking them how they would 

answer difficult questions like: 

 Are pathways going to ruin the rural 

ambience of Amberley? 

 Do pathways need lights?  Do lights lead to 

more late night traffic and a decrease in 

privacy? 

 Can Amberley afford it? 

 Will maintenance fall on the homeowners 

who live on streets with pathways? 

 Will it increase litter? 

 

What are the reasons why you want a 

pathway? 

 

1. Safety 

2. Accessibility 

3. Increased Property Values 

4. Exercise 

5. Privacy 

6. Riding Bikes 

7. Sense of Community 

8. Reduce Dependence on Cars 
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Where do you think the pathways should 

lead to? 

 

1. Amberley Village playfields and jogging path 

2. French Park 

3. Places of worship 

4. The New Jewish Community Center 

5. Nearby Parochial and Sunday schools 

6. Dillonvale 

7. Pleasant Ridge coffee and donut shops 

8. Friends houses 

What streets should the pathways go on? 

 

1. Section Road 

2. Ridge Road 

3. Galbraith Road 

Should the inner neighborhoods have 

pathways? 

 

 Not pathways, but linkages are what most 

residents described.  Linkages which would 

allow the residents to connect to the next 

subdivision without having to go around 

 Possibly converting the private roads and fire 

lanes to allow walker and bikers 

What should they look like? 

 

 This was an area of some disagreement. 

 Most wanted winding pathways, buffered by 

a planting strip, which would weave around 

existing trees. Others saw this as impossible 

and thought that widening the road would 

be the most realistic alternative. 

 The residents wanted to avoid the urban 

look of traditional sidewalks and were 

interested in color died asphalt or a new 

rubber tile material. 

 

How to address those against pathways? 

 

 Regarding outsiders: “I understand (have 

heard) of concerns regarding “outsiders” 

coming in, higher crime rate, etc.  I would 

see these as a legitimate concern if it were 

true- If there was any evidence that 

sidewalks pathways lead to higher crime.  

However, this does not seem to be an issue 

in Hyde Park or in Mariemont.  I know of no 

evidence of concerns regarding “outsiders” 

[in these areas]. Also, I find it hard to see 

how a burglar would walk away with a 

plasma TV walking down the sidewalk.”   

 Regarding community life: “In other states 

sidewalks are considered integral to 

community life and are never cited as 

detriments to public safety.”  


